
Stonerose Interpretive Center honored the Pacific 

Northwestõs geologic and biologic past in their 1st 

Annual National Fossil Day celebration that began 

on Wednesday, October 12 th and continued 

through Sunday October 16 th.  Throughout the 

week over 100 visitors enjoyed Republic and itõs 

surrounding areas while attending workshops, tours 

presentations, and special digs.  
 

On Friday, October 14 th, students from Republic Jr./

Sr. High School headed up to the Stonerose fossil 

site for a free field trip that was offered to local 

schools. Afterwards students were then able to attend short presentations 

by Dr. Bruce Archibald. Later that evening guests gathered at the 

Stonerose Interpretive Center for an Open House to honor the scientists, 

authors, founding fathers and former curators who helped establish and 

form Stonerose into one of the worlds top five Eocene fossil sites. Dr. Bruce 

Archibald of Simon Fraser University, author Jack Nis-

bet, and Stoneroseõs First Curator Madilane Perry spoke 

to an attentive crowd of over 40 visitors.  
 

Throughout Saturday visitors for National Fossil Day en-

joyed fossil identification courses and tours of the 

Stonerose Collection, something that is not typically 

offered throughout the dig season. For those who were 

interested in expanding their digging experience and 

knowledge, experts were  on site to teach proper 

techniques in quarrying and scientifically collecting 

fossil specimens. After lunch John May, Senior Explora-

tion Geologist at Kinross Gold, spoke on mining history 

and the future of gold exploration in Ferry County.  Following an event 

packed day, evening presentations were given to over 40 guests at the 

Republic Elementary School where speakers included Paleoentomologist 

Dr. Bruce Archibald, author Jack Nisbet, and Regan Dunn, graduate     

student from the University of Washington Department of Biology.  
 

Finally, to wrap up the successful weekend, Sunday began with an expert 

led fossil dig at Stoneroseõs  original fossil site, the òCorner Lotó, and ended 

with a guided geological tour led by Michael Sternberg of the unique fea-

tures in and around the Republic and Curlew area.  
 

Next year Stonerose Interpretive Center will celebrate itõs 2nd Annual  

National Fossil Day with more activities planned to accommodate a larger 

crowd. Mark your calendars for October 17th - 22nd, 2012 and check the 

website for updated information throughout the year.  

NOVEMBER 
2011 SEASON RECAP 

A special thanks to all of the sponsors and people who made the National Fossil Day 2011 Events possible:  

City of Republic, Ferry County Commissioners, Kinross Gold Corporation, Northern Inn, Anne & Ron  

OôHalloran, Eugene Rietzke, Dr. Bruce Archibald, Jack Nisbet, John May, and Regan Dunn  

as well as all volunteers and attendees at the events. 

Stonerose Celebrates National Fossil Day 2011 

Mark and Bowie Digging 

Among the presenters at 

the 1st Annual Fossil 

Day Open House was 

the First Curator of the 

Stonerose Interpretive 

Center, Madilane Perry. 

Perry treated everyone 

to a bit of ancestral 

history and their inspir-

ing effects on subsequent 

generations. 

Michael Sternberg, Daniel Moses, 

and Dan OôLoughlin prepped the 

site for visitors to learn scientific 

methods of quarrying and collect-

ing fossil specimens 

Jack Nisbet, Local Author and 

Renowned Speaker, spoke on Eo-

cene birds and mammals and their 

relationship to modern species. 



Stonerose kept over 200 fossils this year. 

Two new exciting fossils were also added 

to the Stonerose Museum displays .  

 

Stoneroseõs first 

confirmed bird 

skeleton, origi-

nally found in 

1999 by Becky 

Stocker.  

 

 

Propolosoma 

gutierrezae, first 

full described 

insect species 

from Stonerose.  

 

Throughout December,  

Stonerose will have special holiday 

hours. Bring your visiting family by 

the Center for a more in -depth 

tour of the museum. Or if you are 

Christmas shopping, Stonerose has 

striking amber jewelry, unique gifts 

and perfect stocking stuffers.  

Stonerose 
Holiday Hours 

 

End of Season Fun 

Stonerose Staff and Volunteers 

dressed up as the Fossil Gang and 

shared 2011õs seasons successes 

throughout the community.  

Did you know this year:  

¶ Stonerose  had 5,370 diggers 

and 2,119 non -diggers for a 

total 7,444 visitors from 40 dif-

ferent states and 15 countries.  

¶ There were 600 students who 

visited Stonerose for educa-

tional field trips from over 20 

different schools.  

¶ For the 1st Annual Fossil Day 

Events, over 100 visitors stayed 

3 or more nights. Most were 

first time visitors. 

STONEROSE INTERPRETIVE CENTER 

15-1 North Kean Street, Republic, WA 99166 

Phone: (509) 775-2295 

Website: www.stonerosefossil.org 

Tuesday-Thursday 
& Saturdays 
11:00AM to  
6:00PM  

Compiled by Kathleen B. 

Pigg, Melanie L. DeVore, 

and Karl E. Volkman, 

Stoneroseõs new publica-

tion Fossil Plants From 

Republic: A Guidebook is 

now available for $25.00. 

Mention this newsletter to 

receive a10% discount.  

2011 Fossil Highlights 

F.Y.I. 

Stonerose would like to say congratulations  

to the 2011 Stonerose Raffle Winners: Peter 

Faber, Dan OõLoughlin and Betty Davis. A 

special thanks to Chris Kroupa, Jack Hoyt , 

and David Wermuth for donating the  

raffle items.  Dollars raised: $1435.  

Stonerose Interpretive Center was a presence once again for 

Dino Days at the Burke Museum of Natural History and Culture 

this last March. Over 2,000 visitors stopped by the Stonerose 

booth where children were allowed to split a rock and take 

home a fossil.  You too can visit the Stonerose booth at the 

Burke Museum on March 3rd, 2012 for this years Dino Days.  

With spring being the ideal time of the year to come dig at 

Stonerose, the Center and Fossil Site will be open during 

Spring Break to allow families to come visit.  Hours and Site 

access will be limited.  Stonerose will be open daily from 

11:00AM -3:00PM March 31 -  April 14th, 2012 with the excep-

tion of being closed on Easter, April 8th, 2012.  

Stoneroseõs Educational Outreach Fund, the Sixty-Fifty Club, 

has a goal to raise $10,000 each year in an effort to bring 

geology, paleontology and botany to schools all over the 

state. You can be a part of this effort by being one of 160 

sponsors to donate $62.50 to this fund. Stonerose has cur-

rently raised $5125, and needs 78 more sponsors to reach our 

goal. To donate please mail a check to: SRIC, PO Box 987, 

Republic, WA  99166 or visit our website to donate online.  

Last visitor  

of the 2011  

Season draws  

the raffle  

winners.  

2012  Membership Dig Weekend is scheduled for April 27 -29. 


